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I. Cloze (2 55 » 10 f - H 20 73)

The cloud of volcanic ash released from Iceland and drifting across Europe means
much of Northern Europe is now a no-fly zone. Thisis _ 31  expected to cost the
airline industry tens of millions of pounds in lost revenues, with much of the UK.
_32__it’s not just the big airlines that have been affected. Some small business
owners, 33 business depends greatly on air traffic, say that the disruption has
affected them.

Yvonne Yang owns a flower shop in Toronto, Canada. The disruption to flights
means that she will not receive her regular shipment of _ 34  from Holland this
week, and is being forced to seek alternative sources in South America.

“We pre-order flowers from Holland every week,” she said. “This weekend is
particularly busy because next week is Administrative Professional’s Day, but we’ve
been told that our _ 35 of Dutch flowers won’t be arriving this week. During the
summer we _36__ local products but in winter months we source flowers from across
the world. We have to look at other sources, 37 _ Ecuador. It’s also going to be
more expensive because if you pre-order you’re not paying a premium. We now have
to look around and see what prices are being offered.”

Simon Westmore, who teaches motorised paragliding, says that the empty skies
above the UK have been a blessing. 38 his engine became affected by the ash,
Simon says he would be able to glide down easily.

“As a paramotor pilot and instructor it’s had a positive effect,” he said. “The UK
air traffic is closed to all and most others _ 39 on the ground. That gives us a much
nicer sky to fly in and since we fly at around 1,000ft we are not _ 40 __ by the ash
cloud. I do of course feel for people who need to travel by air.”

31. (A) almost (B) already (C)asif (D) as well
32. (A) Allinall (B) As such (C) But (D) Likewise
33. (A) where (B) which (C) who (D) whose

34. (A) airplanes (B) flowers (C) shops (D) volcanoes
35. (A) delivery (B) holiday (C) means (D) ships

36. (A)fly (B) own (C) say (D) use

37. (A) including (B) in terms of (C) that is (D) which is
38. (A) After (B) Because (C) Even if (D) So long as
39. (A) are flying (B) are motorising  (C) are spinning (D) are staying
40. (A) affected (B) covered (C) drawn (D) erupted



Il. Reading comprehension (= 2 55 » 10 ff > H 20 57)

The Big Bang theory holds that the universe began with a big explosion some 15
billion years ago. Radiation and cosmic materials have been flying outward ever since.
These materials first condensed into gas; next, huge clouds of gas gathered around
cores where the cosmic materials were denser than average. These cores, or
gravitational centers, started pulling at the surrounding materials in a process called
gravitational condensation. This process resulted eventually in both of galaxies, stars
and planets.

The first evidence supporting the Big Bang came in 1964, when scientists
detected the gamma ray background radiation which was thought to be a remnant
from the original explosion. A second piece of evidence was recently located by the
Cosmic Background Explorer (COBE) satellite. In order for cosmic materials to
condense into galaxies, there must first be cores of higher-density materials to function
as centers of gravitational condensation. Did these cores really exist? COBE sent back
pictures of huge cosmic clouds about 15 billion light years away, or 15 billion years
ago. That was just a little while—about 300,000 years—after the birth of the universe.
The largest cloud observed by COBE was 10 billion light years across! After computer
analysis, a cosmic map was charted which showed spots of higher temperature—and
thus of greater density. These were the cores that Big Bang scientists had been looking
for.

COBE provided evidence for another celestial controversy. Will the universe go
on expanding forever, gradually cease to expand, or fall back on itself? The answer
depends on the density of matter in the universe. If the density is low, the gravitational
pull will be too slight to check the expansion, and the universe will go on flying apart
till the end of time. If the density is high enough, gravity will eventually pull cosmic
matter—galaxies, stars and clouds—back toward a grand collision and another Big
Bang. If it is exactly at critical density, the universe will slowly cease to expand and
eventually reach a static state. The information sent back by COBE supports the last
alternative.

41. What is the author’s purpose in writing this passage?
(A) To question the validity of the Big Bang theory.
(B) To speculate on the ultimate end of our universe.
(C) To introduce various theories of the origin of the universe.
(D) To report on a satellite’s findings that support the Big Bang theory.



42.

43.

According to the Big Bang theory, how old is the universe?
(A)Under 14 billion years.

(B) About 15 billion years.

(C) Between 16 and 19 billion years.

(D) About 20 billion years.

What was the gamma ray radiation that was discovered in 19647
(A)A proof that the Big Bang never happened.

(B)What was left from the birth of the universe.

(C) An evidence for critical density of our universe.

(D) The material at the cores of gravitational condensation.

44. Why are the pictures of COBE considered the pictures of the universe just after its

birth?

(A) The universe is still very young today.

(B) The COBE satellite photographed the Big Bang itself.
(C) The clouds photographed are 15 billion light years away.
(D) The clouds photographed are 10 billion light years across.

45. According to the passage, what would a density of cosmic materials higher than

46.

47.

critical density mean?
(A)Our universe will continue to expand forever.
(B) Our universe is developing into a static universe.
(C)QOur universe is younger than scientists now think.
(D)Our universe is heading for another great explosion.

According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true about
the universe?

(A) The universe has ceased expansion.

(B) Its greater density is attributed to higher temperature.

(C) Galaxies were resulted from gravitational condensation.

(D) The Big Bang theory cannot be supported by COBE satellite.

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word remnant in the second
paragraph?

(A) Accelerating.

(B) Coarse.

(C) Random.

(D) Residual.



48.

49.

50.

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word across in the second
paragraph?

(A)Wide.

(B) Away.

(C)Beyond.

(D)Opposite.

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the word check in the third
paragraph?

(A)Cash.

(B)Ensure.

(C) Restrain.

(D)Examine.

Where in the passage does the author mention an explanation of a process that
results in galaxies and stars?

(A) In the first paragraph.

(B) In the first evidence in the second paragraph.
(C) In the second evidence in the second paragraph.
(D) In the third paragraph.



