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Abstract

This study explores the implementation of inquiry-oriented teaching in an university teacher
education professional development course “Teaching Practicum: Chinese.” Drawing from
Llewellyn’s (2011) four levels of inquiry, the researcher structured the course around these levels:
demonstrated inquiry, structured inquiry, guided inquiry, and self-directed inquiry. This approach
aimed to provide pre-service teachers with inquiry-oriented learning experiences and to support them
in developing inquiry-oriented Chinese language arts lesson plans and implementing them in real
classroom settings. Guided by the principles and spirit of action research, this six-month study
utilized classroom observations, interviews, and document analysis.

The findings indicate that a four-level, inquiry-oriented course model helps pre-service teachers
develop both understanding and practical competence in inquiry-oriented Chinese language arts
teaching. Additionally, the iterative cycle of “collaborative discussion and co-design, microteaching,
and feedback-revision” fosters the growth of pre-service teachers’ professional knowledge and skills
related to inquiry-oriented Chinese language arts teaching. Based on these findings, the study offers

practical recommendations for inquiry-oriented Chinese language arts teacher education, aiming to
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further enhance the educational value of Chinese language arts teaching.
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